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RESOLUTION OF THE 50th GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTING – IAB 

BRASILIA, BRAZIL 

URUGUAY 

WHEREAS: 

Some countries view or intend to view the radio spectrum as a simple commodity to 

obtain economic resources for the state by auctioning frequencies to the highest 

bidder. 

On the other hand, some authoritarian governments, under the pretext of promoting 

the development of new technologies, are pushing through regulations that hinder or 

restrict access to or continued use of the radio spectrum by private broadcasters. 

CONSIDERING: 

That the use of frequency bands allocated to broadcasting services is essential in 

order for the population to receive pluralistic, diverse and verified information, as well 

as high-quality entertainment, all freely and without charge. 

That the need to preserve these bands for radio and television use is therefore 

intrinsically linked to the fundamental right to freedom of expression and information. 

The full exercise of this right is essential to guarantee the validity of democratic 

systems.  

That these services are free, they cannot compete economically for access to the 

spectrum with paid telecommunications services, which pass on all their costs to 

users in the form of fees. 

That there are serious and well-founded doubts as to whether internet radio and 

television broadcasts can replace the advantages and benefits that radio spectrum 

broadcasts currently provide to the population. In addition to being an expensive 
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service for users, this area is heavily influenced by the actions of large digital 

platforms and their questionable algorithms. 

That, furthermore, the failure of negotiations to reach a global standard for digital 

modulation has prevented radio from adopting new technologies that would enable 

its progress and development, plunging the sector into great uncertainty about its 

future. In the particular case of AM stations, their very existence is threatened by 

electronic interference, especially in cities, as well as by the lack of receivers, making 

it imperative that measures be taken to ensure their continuity. 

This failure is due to the dissimilar situations that exist between different countries 

and their broadcasting industries, as what could be indispensable for some countries 

may be superfluous or unattainable for others. 

If a digital radio service is adopted at the regional or national level, it is essential that 

it guarantees continuity of service under the same conditions. This will prevent the 

implementation of this (or any other) technology from becoming a mechanism that 

governments can use to restrict private and free broadcasting. 

 

THE 50th GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

BROADCASTING – IAB, MEETING IN THE CITY OF BRASILIA, BRAZIL, 

RESOLVES: 

1.  To reaffirm that the service provided by private broadcasting through the radio 

spectrum, which is free to broadcast and receive, remains irreplaceable for the 

population, in order to guarantee the full exercise of the right to freedom of 

expression and information as a basic pillar of democratic systems. 

 

2.  To urge public authorities, as well as international and regional organisations 

specialising in this field, to preserve the radio spectrum for free-to-air 

broadcasting. 

 

3.  To request that public authorities in countries and international and regional 
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organisations specialising in this field, when adopting a digital modulation 

standard for radio at regional or national level, it should guarantee the 

continuity of service under current conditions, so as to prevent the 

implementation of this new technology (or any other) from becoming a 

mechanism that governments can use to restrict the work carried out by 

private and free radio and television. 

Brasilia, November 4, 2025 

 
 

 

  


